
 

 

 

 

Honors English 1 Summer Reading Assignment 

1. Read the attached letter with your parents. Then, please either email me or have your parents email me that 

you have read and understood the letter and the fact that you have summer homework by Monday, June 17, 

2019. In your email, please let me know which book you have chosen for summer reading. 

Nicole.shafer@nsantiam.k12.or.us  

2. Choose one book off the summer reading list (attached) and complete the summer reading journal assignment 

(below). 

Specific requirements for the journal: 

These may be written in a bound journal OR typed and stapled. The journal assignments will be due on the first day of 

school. Thorough, thoughtful, and reflective responses to the following prompts are to be provided in the journal. Neatly 

written or typed work is expected. Work should be formatted in MLA format, including proper in-text citations. If you 

need help with formatting, visit the OWL Purdue website as an excellent resource. You may also email me questions. All 

work should be final draft quality, which means you have reread it, checked for errors, and made sure you answered 

every questions completely and with textual evidence when required.   

1. Identify the book's title, author's name, copyright date, and number of pages. Underline or italicize the title.   

2. In approximately 250 words (or one typed, double spaced page), write a brief summary of the plot, including the 

beginning, the middle, and the end.    

3. Explain the significance of the title. Authors rarely choose a title randomly. Dig for symbolic meaning. The title may be 

a metaphor or it may represent some specific incident in the book. In any case, consider carefully the significance of the 

title and explain your analysis with examples from the text (these do not need to be quotes).      

4. Make a list of the main characters and list five adjectives to describe each one. Describe your first impressions of the 

protagonist and how that impression developed or changed throughout the text. Describe your first impressions of the 

antagonist and how that impression developed or changed throughout the text. Cite (MLA citation style) at least two 

examples from the text per character that support your impressions and/or show how they changed.    

5. Choose a passage from your text that you think is important and worth rereading and analyzing. Include the whole 

quote, cited correctly. Explain why this passage is important or significant and analyze what it means. This should be at 

minimum one well-developed paragraph.   

6. To highlight the significance of this book, write at minimum one well-developed paragraph to answer each of the 

following prompts. Include at least one piece of properly cited textual evidence to support your answer:   

a. What is the moral or the lesson of the book? Why did the author write it?   

b. Why is this book a work of literary merit? What about it makes people want to read and analyze it? 

 

Name:         

Per:         

Date:         
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June 5, 2019 

Dear Future Honors English 1 Students and Families, 

Welcome to Honors English 1! I am excited to have you in class next year. First, I’d like to introduce 

myself to those who do not know me. My name is Mrs. Shafer. This will be my seventh year teaching at 

Stayton High School. Before that, I taught beginning composition and business and technical writing for two 

years at Oregon State University. I grew up in Monmouth and attended Central High School. I earned dual 

bachelor’s degrees in English and Humanities, and then began a Masters in English at Oregon State. I 

eventually realized I cared more about teaching than professional scholarship, so I switched gears and pursued 

a Masters in Teaching degree at Western Oregon University, which I completed in 2012.    

As you will be taking an Honors English class next year, I am requiring that over the summer you 

choose one book off of the list attached to read and analyze. This list was created to challenge you, as well as 

to give you access to books that you may be exposed to on the AP Literature test or in higher education. This 

assignment will allow me to assess where your analytical skills are as a class so that I can plan accordingly for 

the year. This assignment will be a part of your grade for first semester.  

Next year will be, at times, challenging for you. I’d suggest to parents if your student is struggling to 

purchase copies of the texts so that your child can annotate them. It is also my belief that students should be 

open and willing to revise their work, particularly essays, and I will always offer that opportunity to you for 

assessments. The most successful students take these revision opportunities to grow and improve. 

There are many different philosophies on how to teach an Honors English course. My philosophy is not 

necessarily to overwhelm a student with a lot of worksheets and homework, though there will be times when 

you do have a lot of work. Instead, we will attempt to engage as a class in looking at these works more in 

depth, analyzing image patterns, themes, characterization, and how they fit into the context of when they are 

written and trends in literature as a whole. The majority of your homework for the year will be doing your 

reading outside of class and answering questions based on what you have read. You can also expect to do 

more writing, and more in-depth writing, than a regular English class.  If you are struggling to keep up with 

work, I expect you to become an advocate for yourself. Come and talk to me and we will work out a plan to 

get you back on track.  

If you or your parents have any questions over the summer, please email me. I will be checking my 

email at least weekly over the summer. This will be the best way to contact me. I am looking forward to next 

year, and I hope that you are as well. 

Sincerely,  

Nicole Shafer 

Nicole.shafer@nsantiam.k12.or.us  
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Honors English 1 Summer Reading List 

Parents, please make sure you are comfortable with the book your student has chosen. Some books have mature 

content. There are brief descriptions available of each book on amazon.com. If your student would like to read and 

analyze a different book, please check with me first to get it approved. You must select a book you have not read 

before. I know some of these texts are taught at the middle school, but as we have students from multiple middle 

schools that matriculate to Stayton High School, I have left those texts on as an option to students who have not 

previously read them only. 

Atwood, Margaret The Blind Assassin 

Austen, Jane Pride and Prejudice  

Austen, Jane Emma 

Austen, Jane Persuasion  

Bronte, Charlotte Jane Eyre  

Bronte, Emily Wuthering Heights  

Buck, Pearl The Good Earth  

Cather, Willa My Antonia  

Cisneros, Sandra The House on Mango Street 

Desai, Kiran The Inheritance of Loss 

Dickens, Charles Oliver Twist  

Dickens, Charles Great Expectations 

Ellison, Ralph The Invisible Man 

Flaubert, Gustav Madam Bovary 

Golding, William The Lord of the Flies  

Hansberry, Lorraine A Raisin in the Sun  

Hawthorne, Nathaniel The House of Seven Gables  

Hawthorne, Nathaniel The Scarlet Letter 

Heller, Joseph Catch 22  

Hong Kingston, Maxine Woman Warrior 

Hurston, Zorah Neale Their Eyes Were Watching God 

Huxley, Aldous Brave New World  

Ishigura, Kazuo Remains of the Day 

Ishigura, Kazuo Never Let Me Go 

Kingsolver, Barabara The Poisonwood Bible 

Knowles, John A Separate Peace 

Lahiri, Jhumpa The Namesake 

Melville, Herman Billy Budd 

Miller, Arthur Death of a Salesman 

Paton, Alan Cry, the Beloved Country  

Remarque, Eric All Quiet on the Western Front 

Rhys, Jean Wide Sargasso Sea 

Roy, Arundhati The God of Small Things 

Silko, Leslie Marmon Ceremony 

Shakespeare, William Midsummer’s Nights Dream 

Sinclair, Upton The Jungle 

Steinbeck, John The Grapes of Wrath  

Swift, Johnathan Gulliver’s Travels 

Tan, Amy The Joy Luck Club  

Twain, Mark Huckleberry Finn  

Walker, Alice The Color Purple  

Wharton, Edith The Age of Innocence 

Wilde, Oscar The Picture of Dorian Grey 

Wolfe, Tom Old School 

Wright, Richard Black Boy  

Wright, Richard Native Son

 

 


